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flowing underground. This confluence of the three rivers has
made people refer to this place as Dakshina Gaya. People who
cannot go to Gaya can perform the sraddha for their forefathers
here with an equal holy effect.

Yet another interesting feature of this place is that the
theertham viz. Manduka pushkarini is common for both the
Perumal temple and Siva temple. Mandukam in Sanskrit refers
to a frog. It is said that once upon a time, a muni was cursed
and he became a frog. He wanted to regain his human form.
He therefore had his bath everyday in the tank. For 48 days
he observed a vratha and prayed to the Perumal regularly. God
appeared before him and redeemed him from the curse. The
pushkarini has therefore been named after the rishi who became
a Mandukam.

Once upon a time, this place was very prosperous and
rich. As proof of this, there is a story connected with the life
history of Kavi Chakravarthi Kamban. Once he came to Anbil.
A dasi courtesan by name Silambi had a desire that the famous
poet Kambar should compose a few lines in her praise. She met
him and requested him to compose a few lines in her honour.
Kambar asked her to give 1000 pons to him. She had only 500
pons with her. She requested Kambar to compose atleast half of
H song in her praise! Kambar obliged. The following two lines
were composed by Kamban

Freely translated this poem composed by Kamban is as
follows:
When we refer to a river, we should think of only Kaveri;
When we refer to a king, we should think only of the Chola
kings;
When we refer to a kingdom, we should think only of the
Chola kingdom;
Similarly, when we refer to a damsel, none can equal Anbil
Silambi.